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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 50 is objected to because of the following informalities: Applicant 
mentions a "mounting foot" in line 4, but does not properly refer back to the mounting 
foot in the preamble by referring to "the mounting foot" as "said mounting foot". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 50-53,55-62,64-71,73-83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Green et al. 

3. Green discloses a mounting foot (162), a base (110), the base having a light bar 
mounting surface for supporting the light bar (100, inside portion of 1 10 holding light bar 
100 near 122, col. 7 lines 55-67); a vehicle connector for connecting the mounting foot 
to the vehicle (166), the vehicle connector secured to the base (160, figs 6a, 6b); and a 
signaling device mounted to the base (124,134,136,138,1201, 120r)). 
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• The base has a first end and an opposing second end, the light bar mounting 
surface disposed adjacent the first end of the base, the signaling device disposed 
adjacent the second end of the base (fig 3) 

• The base includes a contoured profile, the contoured profile configured to 
substantially conform to at least a portion of the exterior surface of the vehicle (fig * 
3, col. 7 lines 60-64,col 8 lines1-3). 

• The base includes a signaling device mounting surface, the signaling device 
being disposed on the signaling device mounting surface, the light bar mounting 
surface and the signaling device mounting surface being offset with respect to 
each other (base 110 holds both the light bar 100 and signaling device 124 the 
surfaces which hold both 100 and 124 appear to be offset with respect to each 
other as shown in figure 3). 

• The base includes a sidewall, the sidewall (122) and the signaling device- 
mounting surface defining a recess, the signaling device disposed in the recess 
(fig 3). 

• The signaling device includes at least one electrical wire extending therefrom, 
and the recess includes an opening through the base, the opening sized to allow 
the at least one electrical wire to extend there through (figs 9a, 9b, 10). 

© The base includes an outer end, the outer end including a corner (between 162 
and 1 1 8), the recess disposed at the corner of the outer end of the base. 

• A cover (130), the cover defining an interior, the signaling device disposed within 
the interior of the cover (fig 3). 



Application/Control Number: 10/809,664 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2875 

• The cover (lenses) is removable mounted to the base (inherent since Green 
does not disclose it permanently fixed). 

• The cover comprises a transparent material; the cover comprises a colored 
material (col. 4 lines 37-44). 

• A seal member associated with the recess, the seal member cooperating with the 
cover to substantially seal the interior (col. 9 lines 6-9). 

• Wherein the base includes a mounting hole (168) the vehicle connector 
includes a roof clamp (170,172) and a bolt (186), the roof clamp being 
substantially rigid and having a flange with an opening there through (182), the 
bolt extending through the opening of the roof clamp and into the mounting hole 
to secure the roof clamp to the base (cool 8 lines 8-25). 

• The signaling device comprises a light source. 

• The light source is pivotally mounted to the base (the signaling device rotates 
on a 360 degree axis). 

• The signaling device has at least one of a visual signaling feature and an aural 
signaling feature. 

• A second signaling device mounted to the base (120L, 120r). 

• The base includes first and second signaling device mounting surfaces (fig 
3, inner portion of 162), the signaling device mounting surfaces each being in 
offset relationship to the light bar mounting surface, the first and second signaling 
devices being respectively mounted to the first and second signaling device 
mounting surfaces. 
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• The base includes first and second sidewalls, the sidewalls respectively 
cooperating with the first and second signaling device mounting surfaces to 
form a first recess and a second recess, the first and second signaling devices 
(118) disposed in the first and second recesses, respectively (fig 3). 

• The base includes an outer end, the outer end including first and second 
comers, the first and second recesses respectively disposed at the first and 
second comers of the outer end of the base (fig 3). 

• With regards to claim 73 Green et al discloses, a light bar comprising a plurality 
of signaling devices (100) supported on and distributed along a base member (fig 
3, 1 1 0); a mounting foot for mounting the light bar (1 62) to the exterior surface of 
the vehicle, the mounting foot having a generally planar light bar mounting 
surface (110) supporting the base member of the light bar; and a signaling device 
mounted to the mounting foot (120L, 120R); 

• The base member includes a pair of ends (118, right and left respectively), the 
signaling system further comprising: a second mounting foot (there are two 
portions identified by 162 mounted to the top of the vehicle), the first and second 
mounting feet connected to the base member of the light bar such that the 
mounting feet are respectively disposed adjacent the first and second ends 
thereof (fig 3). 

• A vehicle connector (166) for connecting the mounting foot to the vehicle, the 
vehicle connector secured to the mounting foot. 
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• The base member of the light bar is secured to the light bar mounting surface of 
the mounting foot via a plurality of fasteners (186). 

• The light bar comprises a single level light bar (outside portion is a single level) 

• The light bar comprises a multi level light bar (inner portion multi leveled); 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 94,96,97,98 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Green et al. 

Green et al discloses a mounting foot joining the a light bar to a vehicle (162), a 
mounting foot light source (120L, 120R), a housing for the mounting food light source 
supported on the mounting foot, the light bar housing light sources. Green et al does not 
disclose a separate housing for the mounting foot light sources separate from the 
housing of the light sources of the light bar. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the housing of the 
mounting foot separate from the housing of the light bar since the applicant is advised 
that it has been held by the courts that the mere fact that a given structure is integral 
does not preclude its consisting of various elements, and that constructing a formerly 
integral structure in various portions involves only routine skill in the art. Nerwin v. 
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Erlichman, 168 USPQ 177, 178. In this case, one would have been motivated to form a 
separate housing for the light sources of the mounting foot for the purpose of 
repositioning the light sources of the mounting foot, in this case strobe lights, further 
away from the light bar so that the strobe lights comprise their own housing not affected 
by the light sources of the light bar. Green et al discloses the housing including an 
opening for communicating power to the light sources in the housing (figs 8-10 and 12 
wiring is directed inherently to a power source to provide power to the light sources) and 
a transparent cover that protects the light sources while at the same time allows light 
from the light source to pass through it (col. 4 lines 35-45). With regards to claim 98, 
Green discloses the claimed subject matter except for the recitation of the second 
mounting surface providing access to electrical power for the one or more light 
assemblies. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide an opening in the base section for providing access to 
electrical power since as taught by Green power is inherently provided to the light bar 
by wiring means, one would have been motivated to provide access for providing power 
to the light device by way of the base portion so as to prevent wiring from being visible 
from an exterior surface of the device and to prevent wiring from being exposed 
externally to the device. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 84-93 are allowed. 
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7. Claims54, 63,72 and 95 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art cited does not disclosed the mounting foot having a generally 
planar bar mounting surface supporting the base member of the light bar. 



Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 50-53,55-62,64-71 ,73-94,96-98 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anabel M. Ton whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2382. The examiner can normally be reached on 08:00-16:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Anabel M Ton 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 

AMT 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 




